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Advanced preparation for the instructor
Resources
· Creation and Chaos by Douglas Kelly (rev ed)
· Evolution and the Authority of the Bible by Nigel Cameron
· No Agony Before Adam by Peter Williams (European Leadership Forum, 2008)
· Dictionary of Creation Science:  Historicity of Adam and Eve, Death before the fall, Interpreting Genesis 1-3 (ed. Trempor Longman, et al.)
· Systematic Theology (chapter on Creation) by Wayne Grudem
· Little Manual of Knowing by Esther Meek
· Intellectual Virtue by Roberts and Wood
· Understanding Science and Understanding Evolution (University of California at Berkeley)
· How Science Works by David Goodstein

Session 1
Supplies needed:  plastic animals (multiples of the same animal) and cloth bags
Pre-class assignments:  self-reflection paper.  Reflect on your own views about evolution and your personal faith.  
· What do you believe about this?
· Can you identify some specific sources of your beliefs?
· Family, church, school, teachers, books, etc.
· Name one concern you have
Procedure:  5-minute exploration of the scientific method
Part 1
· Prepare by inserting plastic animals into cloth bags (1 per bag; all bags contain the same animal)
· Divide students into groups of 3
· Give each group one cloth bag containing one animal
· Instruct students as follows:
· Take turns investigating the object without looking or feeling inside the bag (IMPORTANT:  do not ever look at what is in the bag!)*
· Predict what the object is 
· Discuss your individual conclusions with your group, noting specific observations
· Verify each other’s observations and adjust your group’s prediction based on evidence
· Each group compares its conclusion with those of the others
Part 2
· Repeat Part 1, but this time individuals should feel the object inside the bag.
· Students revise their conclusions accordingly
*the student is never told, or gets to see, what is in the bag, even after the exercise.  This communicates the limits of science in a powerful way.  

The instructor explains and discusses how this activity illustrates the following aspects of the scientific method:
· Science uses empirical investigation to make predictions about reality
· Empirical investigations are limited, often by unknown factors
· New methods or perspectives can provide additional data that cause us to revise our conclusions
· Complete certainty in conclusions is never obtainable using science, but justifiable confidence is
· Corollary:  science cannot be the ultimate arbiter of truth
Based on resources, explain evolutionary theory and the evidences for it.  Discuss in light of the exercise, including what science is, its limits, and why we can be justifiably confident in science.

Session 2
Ways of Knowing--examples
· Religion
· Science
· Philosophy
· Emotion 
· Logic
· Experience
· Tradition 
Focus on:  sources of religious knowledge, religious experience (especially Scripture as the inerrant Word of God)
Understanding complexities in interpreting Genesis 1-3
· Distinguishing inerrancy and inspiration from interpretation
· Disagreement about interpretation is not equivalent to rejecting inerrancy or inspiration
· Bounded according to faith commitment
· Understanding genre (value and importance)
· Challenges
· Historicity of Adam and Eve
· Death before Adam and Eve
· How to interpret Genesis


