Reconciling Evolution & Religion
A Wesleyan-Holiness Perspective
Instructor Guide

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Learning Outcomes 
1. Identify the Historical Development of the Doctrine of Scripture and its use amongst Christians across time. 
2. Develop an understanding of broad theological themes within the Doctrine of Creation including but not limited to Genesis 1-2.  
3. Identify several models for relating Biblical faith to contemporary science. 
4. Learn a Wesleyan approach to Biblical Interpretation

Type of Course:  General Education Theology, Junior Level, majors and non-majors. Students in the course come from a variety faith backgrounds. The course fits within the overall general education curriculum as means to locate the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition within and in conversation with other faith traditions. The course is not intended to serve as an apologetic course for Wesleyan-Holiness Theology. 

Suggested Location in the Curriculum: Doctrine of Scripture (Day 5) and Doctrine of Creation (Days 8-9). We think it is important given the potential barriers in our context to treat the Doctrine of Scripture prior to the treating of the Doctrine of Creation. As a Wesleyan-Holiness tradition we appreciate and value the authority of Scripture in the life of the believer. 

Estimated Time:  Three Sixty Minute Class Sessions including Instruction and Conversation.  

Cultural Barriers to be Considered:  
1. The assumption that Scripture is a source for scientific data. 
2. Anti-intellectual among students, constituents, and faculty/staff in regards to elements of the Christian faith. 
3. The Appalachian social value of kinship/loyalty as it pertains to faith formation.   
4. Work in a region shaped and formed by Young Earth Creationism (YEC) as evidenced the Creation Museum on the region. 

Establishing Respect in the Classroom:  

Research shows that students do not like it when their instructors are dogmatic about a particular position. From the beginning of the semester, I have sought to make my classroom a place where any voice or perspective can be articulated and find a hearing. This is further supported through in class, group discussions where students engage their peers in guided questions provided by professors. The groups consist of three to four persons each, and they begin early in the semester with exercises that invite them to share their lives and their stories with one another before engaging in course materials. I expect them to respond to difference hospitably, which they understand as full credit for in class discussions requires this. I also moderate and participate in these discussions to demonstrate and model hospitable engagement.

OUTLINE OF RECONCILIATION ACTIVITIES:

Advanced Preparation for Instructor:  

There are a variety of texts and resources that I have found helpful in developing my approach to teaching these topics. They include, but are certainly not limited to:
1. General Resource: Biologos: www.biologos.org
2. Bible Project Video on Genesis 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afVN-7vY0KA 
3. Books on Scripture Interpretation from a Wesleyan Perspective
1. Joel Green, Wesley, Wesleyans, and Reading the Bible as Scripture
2. Samuel Powell, A Teachers Guide to Understanding the Scriptures
3. Michael Lodahl, All Things Necessary to Our Salvation: The Hermeneutical and Theological Implications of the Article on the Holy Scriptures in the Manual of the Church of the Nazarene
4. Books on Interpreting Genesis 
1. William Brown, The Seven Pillars of Creation
2. Terrance Fretheim, “Genesis” in The New Interpreters Bible
3. Joe Coleson, Genesis 1-11: Beacon Bible Commentary 
5. Models for Integrating Science and Theology
1. John Brooke, Science and Religion: Some Historical Perspectives
2. Ian Barbour, Religion in an Age of Science
6. Putting Genesis in Conversation with Evolutionary Science
1. Karl Giberson, Seven Glorious Days: A Scientist Retells the Genesis Creation Story
2. John H. Walton, The Lost World of Genesis One: Ancient Cosmology and the Origins Debate
3. Peter Enns, The Evolution of Adam: What the Bible Does and Doesn't Say about Human Origins

Supplies Needed:  Handouts equal to the number of students in the course of the Enuma Elish. 

Pre-Class Assignment(s): 

Session 1: 
1. Required Reading/Viewing: 
i. Read Beth Felker-Jones, Practicing Christian Doctrine, chapter 2. 
2. Optional Reading:
i. “The Muratorian Fragment” (c. AD 170): http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/muratorian-metzger.html 
ii. Tertullian (AD 160-220), Prescription Against Heretics, especially chapters 4-13, 20-22, 28, 37-38 http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0311.htm 
iii. St. Augustine (AD 354-430), On Christian Teaching, Book II, Chapter 8,  http://faculty.georgetown.edu/jod/augustine/ddc2.html
iv. Thomas King, et. al., “Report of the Scripture Study Committee to the Twenty-Eighth General Assembly, Church of the Nazarene

Session 2: 
1. Required Reading/Viewing: 
i. Read Beth Felker-Jones, Practicing Christian Doctrine, chapter 4. 
ii. Visual Commentary on Genesis 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afVN-7vY0KA&list=RDCMUCVfwlh9XpX2Y_tQfjeln9QA&index=1 
2. Optional Reading/Viewing:
i. “Church History Can Expand How We Think about the Doctrine of Creation”: https://youtu.be/G5ary6LxHbI 
ii. St. Irenaeus (130-202 AD), Against Heresies 
1. 5.23.1-2 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.ix.vii.xxiv.html 
2. 5.28.3 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.ix.vii.xxix.html 
3. 5.30.4 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.ix.vii.xxxi.html 
iii. Common questions: https://biologos.org/common-questions#christianity-and-science
iv. Alister McGrath, “The doctrine of creation and the science of nature,” Developing a Christian Mind (Oxford: January 30, 2016): https://vimeo.com/196307471
a. John Ortberg, “Science, Faith, & Public Witness,” BioLogos (April 18, 2019): https://biologos.org/resources/science-faith-public-witness

Session 3: 
1. Required Reading/Viewing: 
i. Ian Barbour, “Four Faith Integration Typologies” 
2. Optional Reading/Viewing:
i. Terence Fretheim, “The Book of Genesis,” The New Interpreter’s Bible, 335-347 (available in Moodle)
ii. Sandra Richter, “Reading Genesis 1 in Context, Part 1” https://youtu.be/XbPiKssdK-w 
iii. Sandra Richter, “Reading Genesis 1 in Context, Part 2” https://youtu.be/L2s9UXdghNk 
iv. John Walton, The Lost World of Genesis One (audiobook version) https://youtu.be/TG2vWRumNLs 
v. Joseph Lam, “The Biblical Creation in its Ancient Near Eastern Context,” pgs 1-5: available at http://biologos.org/uploads/projects/lam_scholarly_essay.pdf 
vi. Read Josh Swamidass, “The Overlooked Science of Genealogical Ancestry” https://asa3.org/ASA/PSCF/2018/PSCF3-18Swamidass.pdf 
vii. Swamidass, et. al, “Is Evolutionary Science in Conflict with Adam and Eve” https://peacefulscience.org/articles/evolution-adam-eve/ 
viii. 

Procedure

Pre-Session Models 

1. Students will take a pre-survey that measures attitudes toward Scripture, Creation, and Science/Faith integration.
2. Survey will be multiple choice and structured as (Agree, Disagree, Strongly Agree, Strongly Disagree)
3. This will be Course Embedded and Completed before Session One.   

Session Two:

1. Instructor will pass out a Summary of the Enuma Elish to students. 
2. Instructor will provide a series of questions that students must answer in relation to their reading of the Enuma Elish.
i. Questions:
1. What does this text say about the creator?
2. What does it say about the act of creation?
3. What does it say about creation itself?
4. What does it say about humanity? 
3. Instructor will ask students to break into groups of 3-4, assign one person to read the text aloud, and answer as a group each of the four questions. Groups will return to larger class in order to disclose their findings. 
4. Instructor will write findings on the board. 
5. Instructor will then ask the students to complete the same process with Genesis 1:1-2:3. 
i. Instructor Note: The purpose of this exercise is to draw out the violence and death associated with other Ancient Near Eastern Accounts of Creation. The Enuma Elish is violent and bloody. It speaks of conflict and death as the source of creation. God also desires humanity for slavery. In contrast, Genesis is about the loving creation of God where humans are the companions of God. The purpose of this exercise is to discern the character of God as the concern of Genesis. 
6. After completing the task for both Genesis and the Enuma Elish, students will gather back together and discuss the two lists of findings. 
7. The entire exercise should take 30 minutes. 
8. The remaining portion of class will be devoted to unpacking Beth Felker-Jones, Practicing Christian Doctrine, chapter 4. 





Session 3

1. Students will sign up for a 10-minute presentation slot on a science/faith integration typologies as defined by Ian Barbour (Conflict, Independence, Integration, and Dialogue). 
a. Students sign up in groups of four and one student will represent each position and present their position to their three fellow-group mates. 
b. Links to the typologies will be provided as well as a specific rubric for presentation content. 
2. Students will present their assigned typologies in class of Session 3 which should total 40 minutes. 
3. The final 20 minutes of class students will engage in class discussion over faith/science integration as a whole. 

Post-Class Assignment:  

Students will take the pre-survey after completing the assigned modules and sessions in order to gauge how positions might have shifted. Unlike the pre-survey, questions will be structured “As a result of the previous sessions on Creation and Scripture, log your agreement or disagreement with the following statements.” This will gauge the same areas of Creation, Scripture, and Science/Faith Integration. 

AVAILABLE RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS AND INSTRUCTORS

See Instructional Resources and Optional Reading above.  
