Reconciling Evolution & Religion
Instructor Guide
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
 
Learning Outcomes 
1. Students will receive a foundational knowledge that will allow them to contribute to a conversation regarding the dialogue between science and religion.
2. Students will be able to articulate how religion and science can be in dialogue to help answer questions that neither can answer on their own and work together to address major contemporary challenges facing humanity. [keep for larger course, not this model]
3. [bookmark: _Hlk86412320]Students will be able to state the central tenets of the theory of evolution and cite some classic (experimental/observational) examples in support of the theory.
4. Students will be able to explain the significance of genre and context for reading diverse representations of creation in religious texts.
5. Students will be able to articulate any potential conflict between one’s religious faith and evolution.
6. Students will be able to articulate their position of the relationship between religion and science.
 
Type of Course:  Honors Jr/Sr Seminar.  Title: Religion and Science (tentative)
 
Suggested Location in the Curriculum: Honors Course: This content will be a module of a semester-long course on religion and science.
 
Estimated Time:  A 3 to 4 week module, with some out-of-class time dedicated to invited speakers. 
 
Cultural Barriers to be Considered: 
· Pluralism/Diversity of student backgrounds
· Preconceptions of evolution that students might have
· Lack of knowledge of science and religion
· Students may come from religious traditions and families who see evolutionary theory and faith as incompatible
· Students may be unaware of the diversity of religious worldviews related to origins of humanity
· The concern that course content will present difficult challenges to their faith or scientific worldview.
 
Establishing Respect in the Classroom:  The guidelines for respectful dialogue have been well established in previous honors courses and accentuated by the Director of the Honors Program.  This includes the recognition that persons and communities of responsible faith and intellectual integrity differ on the relationship between evolution and religion.  When discussing one’s own views and the views of others, every effort will be to understand and engage with respect and openness in the community of learners. Recognition that the personal experiences of faculty and students play a significant role in the potential reconciliation of religion and science.





OUTLINE OF RECONCILIATION ACTIVITIES:
Pre-Class Assignment(s): A personal reflection on their views on the compatibility of religion and science. (similar to the pre-conference survey that was sent participants of Reco-Evo) [contributes to learning objective #5, #6]

Interfaith Panel Discussion on Religion and Science.  An interfaith discussion on religions’ prospective of the creation and origin of life and views on the compatibility of science (evolution).  [contributes to learning objective #1, #2]

Evolution Knowledge Activities: Develop class activities (lectures, videos, discussions, etc.) that will culminate in the knowledge of the central tenets of the theory of evolution and classic (experimental/observational) examples in support of the theory. [contributes to learning objectives #1, #3]

Post-Module Assignment(s): A personal reflection on their views on the compatibility of religion and science. (similar to the pre-class survey).  Have students’ views changed as result of module activities?  [contributes to learning objective #5, #6]

Religious Knowledge Activities:  Using different instructional strategies for building a basic knowledge of religion.  The ORID model could provide a valuable framework for this.  The ORID (Objective, Reflective, Interpretive, Decisional) method is a form of a structured conversation led by a facilitator. [contributes to learning objectives #1, #4]

AVAILABLE RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS AND INSTRUCTORS
· Interfaith leaders for panel.
· National Center for Science Education (NCSE) website for more information, specifically the page about the creation/evolution continuum: https://ncse.com/library-resource/creationevolution-continuum
· Activities for evolutionary theory knowledge:  https://educators4sc.org/topic-resources/teaching-about-world-religions/
· Activities for religious knowledge: https://carfleo.com/2016/01/13/instructional-strategies-and-religious-education/)  
· Darwin and Evolution: Interfaith Perspectives.  Book by Jacques Arnould.
· Human Evolution: The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History: http://humanorigins.si.edu/
· Science and Religion: https://www.aaas.org/programs/dialogue-science-ethics-and-religion
· Survey data on human origins/evolution: https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/christians/christian/views-about-human-evolution/ 
· The UMC Social Principles statement on Science and Technology.  https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-natural-world 
· What About God? PBS Evolution Series. 2001. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-3gSy7F7SQ 
· The Mammals that Conquered the Seas. Kate Wong. 2002. Scientific American. 286(5): 70-79. 
· Smithsonian’s Broader Social Impacts Committee – a committee of individuals from diverse religious affiliations formed to assist in the dialogue surrounding the Smithsonian’s exhibit on human evolution.  http://humanorigins.si.edu/about/broader-social-impacts-committee 
· Statements on reconciliation from various religious perspectives - http://humanorigins.si.edu/about/broader-social-impacts-committee/members-member-resources 
· Videos of thoughts on reconciliation from various religious perspectives - http://humanorigins.si.edu/about/broader-social-impacts-committee/thoughts-science-religion-and-human-origins 
· Your Inner Fish: A Journey Into The 3.5-Billion-Year History Of The Human Body, and video series by same name by Neil Shubin
· The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History, by Elizabeth Kolbert


