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Common Name: Willow-feeding Leaf Beetle

Description:  Oval, convex, 5-10 mm long.

Elytra and pronotum a pale tan color, with black 
spots on the elytra and some darker red markings 
on the pronotum.  Antennae slightly clavate,

tarsal formula 555, pseudotetramous.  Head, 

antennae and legs dark reddish-brown, venter 
reddish-brown to black. 
Geographic range:  Found only in the western 

United States and Canada along rivers with 

Salix exigua.  Specimens have been found in 

California, Nevada, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 

Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Alaska, and the 

western part of Canada.
Biology and life cycle:  C. verrucosa feeds on 
the sandbar willow, Salix exigua, which is found 

commonly along riverbanks in the western US.  
It overwinters in the adult stage, apparently under 
rocks and dirt, then returns to the willows just prior to the leaves coming out.  This is usually in late April to early May.  At that point the beetles can often be found in the thousands.  Although they have working wings, it appears that they seldom fly.  After feeding, the beetles mate and the new larvae take about three weeks to reach the fourth and final instar.  At that point they return to the ground, bury themselves, and emerge in the fall as adults.  This second generation is not so visible or easy to collect, and after feeding appears to go into hiding for the winter.
Identification:  C. verrucosa is part of the family Chrysomelidae.  It can be distinguished from other similar beetles in the genus Calligrapha by its distinctive elytral markings and because those along the elytral suture are light brown instead of black.
Facts of interest:  C. verrucosa has no economic importance of note.  It is not an important pest, feeding only on wild willows, and is not a major food source for other animals.  It is likely that it contains some toxins from the willow host, and is rather aposomatic.  It appears not to be as abundant in overgrazed areas, and is rare when ants are found living on the plants.
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