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The main reason for requiring you to assemble an insect collection is to allow you to see the animals in their habitat so you understand their specific habitat requirements.  You are required to keep a field notebook to allow you to recall the basic habitat information for the taxa you collect.  The information in this notebook should be entered in the field, neatness is not the priority here, accuracy is!  The most important pieces of information in the field notebook relate to location, time, and taxa encountered.  The notebook should follow the same format as a locality label (Country, State, County, name of specific water body (if applicable), Locality, geographic coordinates (in decimal degrees), elevation, date, collector(s), and collection number) but include more information (Fig. 1).  The point is to allow someone in the future to find the spot using your information.  Because the field notebook is larger than a label you can be more detailed in you description of the site and how to get there.  Distance from several permanently mapped locations can help a future researcher find the site more precisely.  Additional pieces of information that could be included in the field notebook are:  temperatures, physical parameters, chemical parameters, name and phone of land owner, as well as any unique experiences of the group of collectors at the site that would help them recall the situation.  Be brief and use a map for accuracy.  Latitude, longitude, and elevation should be included in the location information.

Fig. 1. Sample page from field note book.

