Reconciling Evolution & Religion
Morgan State University Reco Eco
Instructor Guide

Type of Course: Biology, lower division, majors and non-majors

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Learning Outcomes:
1. Students will be comfortable in the course regardless of their faith perspectives
2. Students will be aware of resources and opportunities to explore issues of evolution and faith inside and outside of class.
3. Students will be able learn, understand, and explain the scientific basis of evolution.
4. Students will be able to learn, understand, and explain that the scientific basis of evolution does not conflict with religious perspectives or their religion.
5. Students will be able describe evolution and explain the six types of evidence for evolution using scientific perspectives.
6. Students will be able to understand the mechanisms of evolution and that an individual does not evolve rather a population evolves, which is a change in allele frequencies.
Type of Courses: Biology 102 & 103 (Introductory level).
When: Early in the Course
Time: 2 – 3 10 minutes (or less) sections in early class
Advanced Preparation: Confer with colleagues/Familiarize with material
Cultural Barriers: 
• Diversity of Backgrounds
• Language
• Evolution, racism, and colonialism
• History of Science and People of Color (POC)/marginalized communities
Respect in Classroom
• Freedom to share or not
• Ground rules for discussion: Listen, reflect, respect, not argue to win
• Role of Office hours- Explicit invitation
Pre Class
• Video clip or reading with questions
• Anonymous card or submission- thoughts on evolution, questions/concerns
• Resource list
Post Class
• Extra credit- Office hours visit
• Did we address your questions and concerns?
Resources
• Scientist of faith
• Prestige
• Personal narrative
Timeline
• Assignment(s), reading/video
• Questions/comments (anonymous)
Class Discussion (-15 – 20 min)
• Overview
• Discussion with Peers
Resources
· http://humanorigins.si.edu/about/broader-social-impacts-committee/thoughts-science-religion-and-human-origins
· http://humanorigins.si.edu/about/broader-social-impacts-committee/members-member-resources/betty-holley
· [bookmark: _GoBack]https://evolution-outreach.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s12052-015-0051-6
· Houtman, A., Scudellari M., & Malone C. (2018). Biology Now with Physiology (Second Edition). New York: W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.
a.) The History of Life – Chapter 14
b.) Evidence for Evolution – Chapter 11
c.) Mechanisms of Evolution – Chapter 12
d.) Adaptation and Species – Chapter 13
Follow-Ups
• Office hours appointment/visit with extra credit incentives
• Post course evaluation
- Questions such as were they happy with the discussion?
- Were the resources useful?
- Do they feel like they had a chance to be heard?
- Any comment, suggestions or gaps?

