Reconciling Evolution & Religion
A Church of Christ Perspective
Instructor Guide

Learning outcomes

· Summarize different ways Christians have reconciled evolution with the Biblical story
· Articulate one’s own position in a journal entry (pre and post)

Type of Course

· Freshman Biology for majors or non-majors

Suggested Location in the Curriculum 

· First week of lecture

Estimated Time						

· 50 minute lecture

Advanced Preparation for Instructor

· https://biologos.org 
· Francis S. Collins, The Language of God
· John C. Polkinghorne, Science and Creation: The Search for Understanding
· Kenneth Miller, Finding Darwin's God: A Scientist's Search for Common Ground Between God and Evolution.
· Keith Miller, Perspectives on an Evolving Creation.
· Darrel R. Falk, Coming to Peace With Science: Bridging the Worlds Between Faith and Biology.  
· Stephen Gould, Rocks of Ages: Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life.
· Stephen J. Godfrey and Christopher R. Smith, Paradigms on Pilgrimage: Creationism, Paleontology and Biblical Interpretation.
· https://www.closertotruth.com/series/why-are-science-and-theology-so-fascinating#video-2021

Supplies Needed

· polling software used in anonymous mode (iClicker)
· LMS or survey platform capable of anonymous submission (to free students to be honest in their reflective writings)

Establishing a healthy environment to have the conversation:

Set the ground rules from the beginning of the class that we recognize the following:
This is a difficult subject for some of you to discuss.
You may feel an expectation that you need to believe in evolutionary theory. This is not an expectation.
It is important to be able to talk about evolution competently and civilly whether or not you pursue a career in science. That is a goal of our treatment of the subject.
The security of your faith is a high priority for us. If you are struggling with some of the material in this class and need to talk to someone individually, we have professors, mentors, and ministers who would love to walk you through your difficulties.

Before class
· John Haught / Ian Barbour – “4 models”
· Textbook or online readings to become familiar with the vocabulary of evolution 
· Reflective journal entry on which model they identify with

End of the semester 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Follow up journal entry later in the semester (after covering evolution material) to reevaluate their position 


Class Outline
1) Start with anonymous poll 
a. Current position on evolution (4 models). Show the results to the class to illustrate diversity of opinions.
b. Is Science divided on evolution?
i. Show data on religiosity in the sciences (Ecklund et. al., Sage 2016)
c. What is the official stance of the Churches of Christ? (options from young earth to evolution). 
i. Reinforce congregations are autonomous and there is no “official” stance. 
d. Show data on religiosity (among CCCU)
2) Christianity has historically promoted scientific inquiry
a. Christian have believed that God is revealed in the Book of Scripture and the Book of Nature
i. Second-century Christian thinker Tertullian wrote: “We conclude that God is known first through Nature, and then again, more particularly, by doctrine; by Nature in His works, and by doctrine in His revealed word” (Adversus Marcionem 1.18).
b. The scientific revolution occurred in a culture permeated with a Christian worldview; nearly all its leaders were deeply committed to the Christian Faith, including Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, Newton, and Boyle
c. These pioneers saw no conflict between faith and science; their discoveries about the natural world helped them appreciate God more. 
d. “Conflict” is a recent phenomenon. 
e. Materialism- science requires methodological materialism, but not a materialistic worldview. 
3) The Stone-Campbell Movement has had a positive view of science
a. Alexander Campbell hoped to unite Christians using a “scientific reading” of scripture based on early scientist Francis Bacon and philosopher John Locke
b. High value placed on human reason and evidence-based inquiry 
4) Stone-Campbellites have held a variety of positions regarding the relationship evolutionary theory
a. Young Earth Creationists (Apologetics Press)
b. Old Earth Creationists (John Clayton)
c. Theistic Evolutionists (Patrick Mead)
d. There is a commitment to follow the evidence, even though people have arrived at different conclusions 
5) Can the biblical story be reconciled with modern scientific ideas like evolution?
a. “Accommodationism” – God used language and concepts which would have been understood by ancient peoples, but which were not absolutely true 
b. Example: Geocentrism: “sun stood still” (Joshua 10:13)
c. Example: Flat earth: “Jerusalem is the center of the world” (Psalm ; cf. Buntings Map)
d. Example: Ancient Cosmology (image)
6) While there are a variety of positions, evolutionary theory has been embraced by many Christian scientists
a. C.S. Lewis (article)
b. Keith Miller (video)
c. Dennis Lamaroux
d. Francis Collins (video)

