Reconciling Evolution & Religion
A Christian Church Perspective
Instructor Guide
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
 
Learning Outcomes for this 150-minute lesson (split into three 50-minute lectures): 
1. Students can identify different ways Christians understand the origin of life.  
2. Students can articulate how the Christian faith can be compatible with an evolutionary view.
An additional Learning Outcome for the larger Origins unit:
3. Increased acceptance of evolution by students while not diminishing their faith commitment.  This will be measured by a survey administered before and after the complete origins unit.
Type of Course:  Lower division non-majors biology
Suggested Location in the Curriculum: 
Middle of the semester, at the beginning of the evolution module, but students will have completed their opinion essays on evolution prior to this class session.  A good time to assign evolution opinion essays is as part of the Nature of Science unit at the beginning of the course.
 
Estimated Time:  How long does this lesson take? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The given framework here is a one-week unit on evolution and origins in a format of three 50-minute periods.  The first class period would consist of introductory lecture by the instructor on evolution basics.  Depending on how much the instructor wants to include in lecture, these activities could occupy up to all of the two remaining class periods devoted to this topic.  There could also be additional relevant material presented in the Nature of Science unit taught at the beginning of the semester.  

 Advanced Preparation for Instructor:  
Review student essays written earlier in the semester revealing their opinion/understanding of evolution.
Review appropriate chapter in whatever standard text is used that covers evolution.  One example is chapter 27 of Mader and Windelspecht’s Inquiry into Life.
Watch all five of the Dennis Lamoureux videos titled “Beyond the ‘Evolution’ vs. ‘Creation’ Debate”, located at  https://sites.ualberta.ca/~dlamoure/wl.html.  Print out the accompanying handout before viewing the videos and refer to it as needed.  Take personal notes while you view the video and decide which topics you want to focus on during the Reconciliation class period.  These may be…
· Topics that would resonate most with this particular class
· Topics that match your area of expertise or comfort most closely
· Topics that address the points of view shared by a majority of the students in the opinion essays 

Supplies Needed:  
No particular supplies other than standard classroom computer and whiteboard are needed to run this activity.
 
Cultural Barriers to be Considered:  
· Misunderstanding of scripture in general and Genesis in particular
· Suspicion of evolution based on prior education
· Mix of students, from passionate Young Earthers to nominal Catholics who may be fairly apathetic to the whole topic.   
 
Establishing Respect in the Classroom:  
Give an introductory statement about courtesy and respect of others’ viewpoints during this evolution study.
Mention that the point of the class is not to tell you WHAT to think about faith and evolution but to teach you HOW to think about faith and evolution.
Remind students that all truth is God’s truth. 
OUTLINE OF RECONCILIATION ACTIVITIES:
Pre-Class Assignments for students: 
Students will write a position paper on evolution/origins at the beginning of the course as part of the Nature of Science unit.
Read chapter 27, the evolution chapter, of Mader and Windelspecht’s Inquiry Into Life text.
Print out a paper copy of this document https://sites.ualberta.ca/~dlamoure/wlbeyond.pdf to have on hand while watching videos.  
View all five Beyond the "Evolution" vs. "Creation" Debate videos in order (about 72 minutes total).   https://sites.ualberta.ca/~dlamoure/wl.html.  Use the handout to help you summarize content and review.  Take notes on content and keep track of any questions that come up as you watch. Come to class prepared to discuss video content.

Procedure
In the first class period of the week, the professor lectures on evolution based on the relevant chapter in the textbook or whatever else the professor feels is appropriate.  Professor reiterates the assignment that is due in class next period: watch the video, refer to the handout, take notes.
In the second class period of the week, students are put in groups of 3-4.  Each student should bring the handout that accompanies the video they watched to class with them along with any other notes or questions they came up with.  Some kind of brief review quiz could be inserted here if desired by the instructor, or the notes themselves could be collected and evaluated for quiz credit.  
Students begin by sharing with one another their thoughts and/or questions regarding the video series and the chapter.   Each group must come up with a summary sentence that intrigues them which is based on video content, and at least one question they have about the video content.  Each group shares in turn.  Questions are collected on the board by the instructor.  
Instructor answers questions and turns the discussion to the particular topics she or he determined earlier that are appropriate for the particular class.  The focus remains reconciliation: how support of evolution need not put any student’s faith in jeopardy.  
These activities could easily take up the remainder of the 50-minute period.  If there was additional lecture content the professor wanted to include, he or she could begin the period with lecture and then make the shift to student small groups.  
The period concludes with the professor telling the students to evaluate the five views on origins that Lamoureux describes on page two of the handout and determine strengths and weaknesses of each one.
For the third class period of the week, class begins with students again assembling in the same small groups.  This time the focus is on the second page of the Lamoureux handout, which is a detailed comparison of five different views on the origin of life.  Each of these views are described in the series of five short videos students watched in preparation for this lesson.  The student small group task this time is to come up with two strengths and two weaknesses of each position.  Individual students can bring in their ideas, and the small group time is used to compare and hash out the strongest strengths and most significant weaknesses of each position.  When students are back in their groups, give each of them the supplemental “Origins Comparison Chart with blanks” document.  Origins Comparison with Blanks   This is a simplified version of the Lamoureux chart that includes spaces for strengths and weaknesses of each of four positions.  It is a useful tool on its own but is especially suited for this purpose.  Each student group completes the blanks in the table with their best and most convincing strengths and weaknesses for each position.  As time permits, each group shares with the larger class, and thus all five positions are reviewed and discussed.
An alternative way to use the “Origins Comparison Chart with blanks” document would be to hand it out at the end of the lesson and have them bring it back the next time with the Strengths and Weaknesses boxes filled in, then get back into their groups and compare.  

AVAILABLE RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS AND INSTRUCTORS
National Center for Science Education: https://ncse.com/library-resource/creationevolution-continuum
BioLogos: 
https://biologos.org
Closer to Truth: Evolution and God? (video) https://www.closertotruth.com/series/evolution-and-god
https://www.closertotruth.com/series/evolution-and-theology-part-2
[image: ]
https://www.amazon.com/Can-You-Believe-God-Evolution/dp/0687649293 [image: ]
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Darwins-God-Scientists-Evolution/dp/0061233501/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CHUA616NOUM&keywords=finding+darwin%27s+god+kenneth+miller&qid=1562964719&s=books&sprefix=finiding+darwin%2Cstripbooks%2C163&sr=1-1


[image: ]
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Questions-Science-Religion/dp/1599471353/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Keith+ward+big&qid=1562964666&s=books&sr=1-1

· 
image1.jpeg
DARWIN 200TH ANNIVERSARY £DITION

CAN YOU

BELIEVE IN
GOD AND
EVOLUTION?

A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED
M

3





image2.png
-

FINDINC
DARWINQS‘
I &£ GOD

A SCIENTIST'S SCARCH FOR COMNON GRODND
BIwEen 609 ANO E¥6

g un‘uu R.MILLER

~





image3.jpeg
QUESTIONS
INSCIENCE
RELI QN





